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Kindergarten: 

First Grade: 

The kindergarten classrooms had a dreamy January with our Sweet Dreams theme. The children listened to 

many stories related to this theme. We made "Dream Pillows" which involved each student drawing a 

picture of something that would help them have happy dreams then parents helped us iron these pictures 

onto a pillow case. The children were amazed by the outcome and have reported having very happy 

dreams! 

 

In Social Studies we listened to the story “Martin’s Big Words” and put together a book to learn more 

about Martin Luther King, Jr. We learned about those fine feathered friends, the penguin, and practiced 

following directions in order to make our own “Tacky” the penguins. We had a terrific time at the 

Kindergarten Math Night. The students and parents had the opportunity to learn and play some new math 

activities to reinforce math skills at home. Thanks to the Elementary School Math specialists for 

organizing this once again. Somehow between snow storms we were able to squeeze in our 

trip to the Eastern University Planetarium where we got to see a giant telescope and had a 

wonderful presentation on the "night sky". The children were so excited to be able to land on 

Mars and  the moon and hover near the sun through their virtual program. Finally, we 

completed our formal activities related to each letter of the alphabet and celebrated in the classroom by 

learning the “Lettercise” song by Dr. Jean. 

Happy New Year! First grade started off 2014 by making New Year resolutions. A new year is a great time 

to establish better habits in school and at home. 

 

SNOW, SNOW and more SNOW! No need to pretend this year . . . first grade has been fully 

experiencing the season of Winter as we learn all about snowmen, snow, and winter 

animals. Please remember to dress your child for the winter weather. When the temperatures 

allow, we head outside for some fresh air and exercise. Please remember, your child must have 

hat, gloves, waterproof snow pants, and boots to play in the snow at lunch recess and a change 

of shoes for the classroom.   

 

In Science, the first grade studied magnets for the month of January. The children explored with magnets 

and discovered amazing magnetic facts. Our study of the rainforest will follow our magnet unit. The 

children are excited to begin this unit. Tradition at VFE is for first grade classes to create the rainforest in 

our first grade hallway. The children cannot wait to partake in this activity which is planned for February 

7th. Thank you to all of our parents who have volunteered their time and talents to help make this project a 

success.   

 

First graders love birthdays! In January, we celebrated the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. by reading 

books and writing our own dreams for our world. First graders may be little, but their dreams are big!   

 

February will continue to bring a LOVE of learning! We are looking forward to a great 2014 with our first 

graders! 



Third Grade: 

Second Grade: 
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Brrr! Even though it has been bitter cold and snowy outside, second graders have been so active with so 

many great lessons that they have barely noticed the cold temperatures! We have reached the final lessons 

of our study of ancient China. These lessons have included reading a book entitled Count Your Way 

Through China and learning the Chinese symbols for numbers as well as a 

fantastic presentation by Mr. Wong which dealt with the Chinese dynasties 

and what inventions were created during the dynasties. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed the inspiring program. We think we have some budding inventors 

in the second grade class! Our unit will culminate with a wonderful Round 

Robin given for us by our generous PTO. Activities will include painting, 

martial arts, paper folding, the history of rice and how it is grown, and 

delicious rice to be enjoyed with chopsticks! Thank you to the many 

volunteers who make this exciting morning possible!  

 

Ask your second grader to tell you about the science words: dissolve, settle, mixture, and solution. 

Hopefully after the many hands-on science lessons in our Changes unit, they will be able to tell you all 

about them!  

 

In math, students have spent January working on topics including multiplication, division, and 

measurement.  

 

Information was sent home with students regarding Book Shares which will begin next month. Be sure to 

check with your child if you have not seen the letter, report form, and list of ideas for projects. Keep 

checking that red folder for upcoming information about two spring field trips. 

 

We will be glad when warmer weather returns but in the meantime, we have so much to keep us busy! It 

will be spring before we know it! 

Third graders were excited to return from winter break and get back into our daily routines and activities.  

This month third graders had a special assembly with Betsy Ross to learn about our nation's flag and 

Pennsylvania's rich history. We have also been busy continuing our social studies and science units along 

with our reading themes and math lessons. 

 

At the end of January, the John James Audubon Center came to visit as part of our 

educational partnership. Each third grade class was treated to a bird drawing lesson to 

help sketch and learn about how John James Audubon accurately depicted birds in his 

drawings. It is always a program our students enjoy and we were happy to again 

welcome the Audubon Center. 

  

We look forward to the month of February and all the fun and exciting activities it will bring! 
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The month of January went by very fast and we had many wonderful learning 

experiences. When you walk down the halls of the Fourth Grade, please take 

time to read the narrative stories that the students wrote about their snow people 

and what they believed their snow people did at night. We also have “snow 

flakes” falling to the ground with wonderful poetry written on them. There are 

goals for the New Year and our most memorable times of 2013.  

 

We started a new unit in science and we are learning about how electric circuits work, how electricity is 

produced, how to be safe when dealing with electricity, and how to conserve electricity.  

 

The Fourth Grade would like to thank the PTO, and the Cultural Arts Committee for having Kit’s 

Interactive Theater visit us. We had a great time being part of her performance and learning many new and 

interesting facts regarding the causes of the American Revolutionary War. 
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Art 

Kindergarten artists are learning about the art work of Paul Klee. We are using geometric shapes and our 

ruler again to create a painting of a city.  

 

First grade artists are working on beautiful cherry blossom paintings. We 

observed pictures of the thousands of cherry trees Japan gave to 

Washington, D.C. back in 1912. We are learning how to make flowers and 

branches from simple brushstrokes.  

 

Art students in second grade are looking at art from China. We have made 

colorful dragon drawings based on one line to create the curvy spine. We 

studied the history of the dragon in Chinese artwork.   

 

Third grade classes are working on amazing aquariums using one point 

perspective. With knowledge from the Renaissance, we are using our 

rulers and uncovering the “tricks” of creating a 3 dimensional room on a 

flat piece of paper.  

 

Fourth grade classes are making huge portraits showing foreshortening, where our feet and hands are 

coming towards the viewer. After tracing our hands and feet, we used “shortened” lines to create the 

effect. We are adding details and an unusual setting for our portraits.    
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